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e On the afternoon of ]une 2 durmg Alumm S
e ‘Weekend the Palmer Room hosted an exhrbmon 3

CHARLES CHU ASIAN ART READING ROOM

Y to be bullt in Sham Lrbrary

“ofa samphng of the scrolls and framed paintings
- from the Chu—Grtfﬁs Collectron @ver 100 alum—

 tii and friends and admrrers of Charles Chu gath- .

eted to view the temporary ,exlnbtt put together
for one day only in the  read ng‘ roorn of Specral
Colléctions. We are’ pleased to announce that in

the future "h' popular annual event will move to

\ permanent quarters on the Main Floor of Sharn

. Library. Dunng the summer 2 hew room will be

~ built in the space to’ ‘the nght of the main’
‘entrance, an area now occupied by a cluster of *

e computer tetmrnals, part of the reference colle

A ) don ‘and the old card catalog Ini its: place will be a:
‘glass-walled room; the Chatle Chu Asian Art ‘
Reading Room,: desigried to serve as an exhrbrtlon

- space for. the ltbrarys Chu—Grlfﬁs Asran Art’.

» Collectron and asa quiet readrng room for stu-
dents. The teom will-also provide v very :accessible:
space near the front door for small lectures, read-

" ingyand gatherrngs !

e

. Thrs Wondetful enhancement to. Sham Ltbra.ry has
~been made posstble through the. generosity of -

. John and Heidi Niblack to honor Charles Chu,

- Emeritus Professor of Chinese at Connectlcut
' College and long-time

riew room wrllprowde a home and exhrbrtron

. space for the growing collectlon of Aslan art that
" Professor Chu ‘has: gNen to the hbrary It will also

= house a collectron of books deahng with Asian’ art,; \
- and, as its. mame 1mp11es, it will provrde a place on
" the'Main Floor for somethmg that the library. has

\ ‘lacked - quiet readrng and study,space John E-

\Nrblack Ph.D. is the Vice Ch: ifman oﬂ’ﬁzer, Inc. -

and Presrdent of Pﬁzer Global Rcsearch and )
Development but he is also a sertous student and

‘

iend of the lerary The T

ccllector of Asran Art hence hrs Wlsll 10 support !
the renovatron of Sh; lerary in thrs way 3

& The Chu Griffis Collectron of Aslan Art has been o
one of the lrbrarys specral collectrons since 1987‘ ,
ancl was F irst exhrbrted in 1988 when it consrsted

N

of only nine scrolls Through tl:re generosity of

New London attorney Hughes Griffis and the

Gnﬁ‘is Foundatlon as well as the contrlbutrons of
- many other fnends anid alumm, the collectron has’
grown to over. 150 ‘iterns. The art, works range in
date from the 16th to the late 20th centuries with
a strong representatron of contempotary Chinese”
‘artrsts The collecnon itself lfas been housed rn the T

3

mntmued on page 2
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“HOLY DETRITUS” exhrbrtron

e The first Specral Collectrons exhlbrtron of the 2001—2002 academrc year wrll be ° Holy Detrntus ‘
Illummated Pages of Prayers from the Middle Ages and Later”, a show displaying the lrbrarys collec- k ,
" tion- of rllummated manuscrrpt pages “Curated by Alice Schroeder, class of 91, the exhibition wrll Y F
mclude fragments from books 6F hours and. hrevrarres, pubhc prayer books and the San Drego Choir -
‘Book, which was featured in an artrcle in the Wrnter 1ssuc of thrs ncwsletter Holy Detrrtus wrll i

begm in’ September

- Devhn, Laune 'credrta, Specra.l Collecnons

READING ROOM contmued ﬁom page 1

Palmer Room m Sham Lrbrary m custom—made
cabmets butiit has never had the permanent exhr— 7
bmon space thar i it deserves The new Charles’ ~
 Chu Readmg Room will solve that problem by

provrdmg specrally desrgned freestanding cabmets i

- to house a rotating drsplay of scrolls and other

’ /7 1tems from the Chu-GnPﬁs Art Collectlon

ln order to come up wrth an appropnate desrgn
‘for the new Readmg Room, members ofa selec: .
-tion- commlttq ¢ defined a set of desrgn criteria and

' presented a Request for Proposal to several recom-
mended arclutectural firms. The selection com- -

- mittee consrsted of: Dr. Nrblack Professor Chu, oy

i v Lee Hrsle,Vice Presrdent for Informatfon Servrces, 5

faculty members Abrgaﬂ Van Slyck and. Ann

Lrbranan, Steven' George, Manager of Plannmg, '
Desrgn and Constructron, and Bachman Clem
01. It met in March to’ consrder the presentatrons' :
of two architectural ﬁrms and to'make a fecom-
rnendatlon 1o the’ Select Commrrtee of the Board

~of Trustees The* winner of thrs atchttectural mlm-
 contest was the Boston-based ﬁrm of PR

SchwartziStlver A.rchrtects :

The selectlon oommlttee felt that Schwartz/Sll’vcr -
" had developed a desrgn that best met its criteria.
The ‘design: goals of the Schwartz/ Silver. proposal
mclude the followtng 1o create: a serene, beautrful
envrronment, to maintain the openness of* the k
space while creating ¢ coherence and, ‘unity; to create

a distinctive character for the room while relatmg

. back to the hbrary, to foreground the pfesence:
of the art while retaining views to the surroundlng
trees; and to intrigue and attract passersby By
emphaslzmg srmphcrty, tranqurhty and elegance, .

f; the Schwartz/Silver concept 1mphc1tly references -
 Asian deSIgn meCIples Schwartz/Silver Archrtects

s currently working on the Baton Rzouge Cultural
Arts Center, the Pnnceton Unrversrty Humamtres

artival of the personal computer and electromc :

. mentand. the staﬁc o support. it have become

', 1magrned 25 years ago: The stacks of Specral

o ovated Shain Lrbrary will 1nclude alarger Specral

:g 1s the ﬁrst step toward the new Sham Lrbrary

Center and maior rcnovatrons of the Boston SR
Athenaeum and the Ames Free lerary ‘ o

To accommodate the new Readmg Room, a nnm—
ber of changes wrll be made to the Mam Floor

' over the summer; mcludmg tlre rearrangement of

“the reference collectron and the relocatron of some ) -
of the computer clusters The new room wrll

/ 1 occupy about 2500 square feet and provrde more '

space for readers seated at tables wrth reading
; lamps o in comfortable lounge chairs. Softened <
llghtmg wrll be dcployed not only for protection . ’,

.of the art but for the comfort of the readers

Constructron of the Readlng Room wrll begm in-
]uly, wrth the dlsruptwe phase of the wotk twking -
- place over the summer. The 1 room will be available K
~for limired use by the college c ‘community in the o
- early fall, although the project will not be com-
plete untrl later* in the semester : ‘ '

Sham Lrbrary was burlt in 1976, long before the

databases s book collection is outgrowrng the
. shelf space in‘the burldmg, and electronic eqmp— 5

more unportant than most people could have - |

Collectrons are now almost entrrely full: Over the
last two yeats, t the lerary Renovatron and
Expansron Planmng committee, which consists of
members of the Connectrcut College faculty, _
lrbrary staff and students, has been meeting to o
deterrmne ‘the needs for an expanded facrhty that '
will i incorporate the tradrtronal research functions ‘i
- of a library. with ‘the: requrrements of information
- technology. It is hoped that an expanded and ren- ;

Collections, located near - the front of themain =~
~ floot. The Charles Chu Asran Art Readmg Room -

"\




" " job of Specral Collections Librarian is

. tunate t0 have at our disposal money -
PR from the i rnrerest on endowed ﬁmds

. eiablished by generous doriors: The slavery tract by John Woolman, orrgmal—

L 'prommently in the hlstory of .

7. the Friends of the Lrbrary have strength-
- ened'thé growth of Specral Collecnons '

= lished Brian D: Rogers Fund, established

< ,\lchase books for Spec1al Collectrons S

~ ' as well 28 4 number of general hbrary
o -endowed funds, purchased the books that -
" ‘were featured in a “Recent Acqursrtrons L
’ exhlbrnon, curated by Charles Price and

o . tant books prlnted inAmericain'the = .
~ . 20th’ century. “This year the libtary con--

RN ) moving trrbute to-his fnend and teacher e 1
The 4th Sound Lab Lecture will take place on Thursday, September 20, 2001 at -

7:30 p.m.in the Emst Common Room After hrs talk Dr Lrenhard w1ll srgn
S examples of hrs books for children to . . .

2 RECENT ACQUISITIONS mSPCClal Collectlons R

" One of the most‘enjoyable parts. of ‘t'heg Mosers book of essays, In t/ae Face of
; ,“Pre.cumptwm (Godrne, 2000} 1ncludes B
buyrng new books to add to the collec-

- tions. Most of the time; the ‘new”

. books are not actually new, but all of
~them are bought with the purpose of -

,broadenrng our exrstrng collectrons of
: ‘:example,fs of fine printing ¢ or book ’

“design, works by certain 1llustrators or

,

o College last September :

, ton of the work of Leonard Baskm,‘ L
_who was not only one.of. the. most

- o 1mportant American artrsts of the Tast.
‘ sub;ect areas where we are already :

strong; The Special Collectlons librati- .

Cwasa Sham Lrbrary have been very for— fine books: Recently we vaurred anoth—

: er. example of the Work of Baskms
: ’Gehenna Press, Some Comm‘eratzom orl :
tf}e Keepmg of Negroes (1970) an anti-

. ‘Palmer Memorial Réom Fund for
o \example, was established many years ago
to’honora family whose: ‘name figures

o ly printed i in Phrladelphla in 1754

- ,Connecucut College arid its: lrbrary

R Srmrlarly, the collective contrrbutrqns of Press from its foundmg durmg Baskrns

, for England Form & Contmt The Art
e Qf the Book:in the. Pianeer ~Vztllqy A
= CWarwrck PressQ 1987) has two' wood
: engravmgs by Moser and Baskm

g

. for fiearly Sixty years “The recently estab-

' through the generosity.of alumnus Mark
Samuels Lasner 74,,1s now used to pur- .
o from the Kelmscott Press, the prrvate

Thei income from all three of these funds
- “century pnvate presses in England and:

- “ventury buta very 1mportant desrgner of .
- ﬁne books from Calrfornra who opérates

g fStephen Brook's 4 szlzagmpby of the L ‘
"'p ‘Ge/Jenna Prm, 1942-1975 (} P Dwyer, o
1976), traces the hrstory of the Gehenna] o

‘ >New York was onie- of the earlrest follow— o
- ersof Mortis in America, Sham Lrbrary o -
0 ‘the speech “There Was a Time” delivered: '
. a at the Sourrd“Lab Lecture at Connecncut '

has a sma.ll colléction of examples of ’
Hubbards work at the Roycroft Press, so
it'was approprrate to acquire a copy of

: ' : g ]ack Walsdorf s limited editionof Elbert " Y
W Sham Lrbrary also has a growmg collec- S Hu bbard: William Momxr Greate:t
S Imztator (1999), prmted at the Yellow

g Barn Press in Iowa

Robm Prrce isa prlnter and publisher of G

out of Mrddletown, Connectrcut Shain

o Libtary bought a lovely example of her ,
" fine letterpress work, a limited editron ‘
_broadside in three colors wrth a back-
‘ ground woodcut by Keiji Shmohara, fea-
“turing the Wallace Stevens poem, “The.
_ Plain Sense of” Thrngs Stevens, who y
i dJed in. 1955, was a Iawyer and vice pres- R
v xdent ofa Hartford msurance ﬁrm aswell
student days-at Yale uniil his departure L o

as one of Anerica’s greatest- poets of the

KOS twenneth century. He- Jived most of his -~
L adult life in Hartford. and the broadside o

"+ isa fundraiser for the Hartford Frrends

g and Enermes of Wallace Stevens, an orga-

S ecral Collecnons owris man exam les . hizdtion ‘based at the Hartford Publrc SRR
P 7 p s L:brary The Fncnds are raising: money to‘ o

‘press of William Morns, which'is consid-" create d perfpanenf; “Wallace Stevens

sred 10 be tlre progemtor ofall twenheth ‘ - wa.lked between hrs ofﬁce and l'ns home .

. Amerrca. Elbert Hubbard of East Aurora,

Walk” along the two miles that he

conunued on page 4

' Laurie Deredita; that was drsplayed n f e
- the lobby, of Shain Lrbrary from: February

i chased Barry Mosers Pennyroyal Caxton
. Press Holy Bible, one of the most impor- - . |

' tinued to acquire Moser- ntles ‘From the -~
o 'long list of Pennyroyal Press pubhcatrons <
- we added An Alp/mbet (1986) and: Goudy
. Gree/e (1576), as well as Leonard Bas/em, :
1 1922-2000 (Barbanan Press) ‘Moser's

Moser is also an’ 1mportant rllustrator of ",

‘\chlldrens books so.-we bought erght more .
', copres ‘of his book

o e ]OHN LIENHARD to be Sound Lab speaker
10 May of 2001 In 2000 the library pur- - | " ,

» ‘:.}ohn H Lrenhard is well known 0. Connecncut audrences of Publlc Radro station T
’ WSHU asthe author and voice: of the nanonally-broadcast program “The Engmesc S
. of our lngenurty Usrng the. record of history 1 to reveal how art, technology and
" ideas have shaped human culture, Dr: Lienhard creates short eprsodes for his- radro
1 ,show on: topics ranging from “Civil War submarines to the invention of the bar -~ |
“ ?:code He is the: M.D. Anderson Professor of Mechanical Engmeerrng and Hrstory -
at the Umversrty of Houston, and is known for his research in the thermal sciences .-
A well asin cultural history. Dr. Lxenhard publrshed The Ertgzne; of Our Ingenuzty

\An Engmeer Loo/es dt Téc/molagy and Culture (Oxford Unrversrty Press) in 2000

8 1 : 7exp_and,the Grldersleeye colleenon tBarry -



"’ronmentalrst Rachel Carson Lmtla

L at 1 18 Westerly Terrace. The \Walk wrll
- have stone markers, each with éne stanza
‘ from his'poem “Thrrteen “Ways of
: 5,7"Looking ata Blackbrrd 2o

R Revzew forP nmré‘szlzop/yzler The -
| review.isan annual publrcatron of the
.. Whictington Press of Lower Marston . -

f.LEAR:BQOK‘Cdl‘lef‘c“oﬂ?fcatedf A S ‘THANK YOU FOR
YOUR SUPPORT

- ,iSeveral years ago Lrnda Lear, a member of the Connectlcut College class of 1962 and
. distinguished environmental lnstor}an at George Washlngton Umversrty, gave the col-.
 Tege the extensive archrve arnassed durmg her rescarch on the blography of ploneer env1-
o ‘book . Rachel C'arson letness ¢ for Nature (Henry
L ,'fHolt, 1997) is the deﬁmtrve accou.nt of the life of the author of Silent Sprmg
- (Houghton Mrﬁhn, '1962), a woman whose prescrent warnings about the dangers of
i pestrcrde use sparked the envrronmental movement. in the Unrted States '

- Recently Speeral Collectrons was the recrprent of another of Lmdas grfts, thrs ume from

her personal library. The newly created “Lear Collectlon consrsts of about one hundred

* books relating to her ‘Carson brography research’that Linda purchased while writing
/VVzmess fbr Nazure. The meost unusual item in the collection is the. 1928 1929 edmon of

the Pennsyluaman, the yearbook of Pennsylvama College: for Woman in Prttsburgh o

T ;RECENTQXQUISITTONS \ahﬁ;z;,;a;;o,,; pa;;eféf T

oy »Also on drsplay was the latest issue -

~(number 20) of the journal Mamx a.

Fatm, Risbury, Herefordshrre devoted to

the sub)ect of pnntmg and the related
i book arts. The limited edmon annual ‘
. issues have been publrshed since’ 1981.
-~ Each issue is a work of typographrc art
" and contains interesting articles: Volume e .
o 20 rncludes the unﬁmsied essay “Icones = on research conducted rn the Sheaﬁ’er—y S
" by Leonard Baskrn that he was- wntmg at, T
. the time of his death in early 2000, - - .
'~ -Connecticut College has. nearly the i» K
- ‘entrre run of Matrzx e =

/F‘ -

,.}Connectrcut College is home 0 the LA
' Sheaffer-O’Neill Collection, the large
. *archrve of the life'and works 6f Eugene
o NClll formed by. his brographer Lours R
;o Sheaffer Every year the collection is used 4'?;
" byour students and visited| by scholars
" who comié from all'over to study this o
“treasure tiove of 1nforn1at10n about

O Nerll and hrs penod of Amerrcan :

" Carson was a graduate of Pennsylvama College for Woman, now called Chatham "=
e ,College, and the. yearbook in'the Lear Collection was her personal CopY,
L f’lnscnptrons 0 her from classmates and teachers L S

FR

'Cultural hrstory In addrtlon to the

: ‘pnmary research matenals, Specral
o Collectlons ‘maintains-a “Sheaffer” Yo
o ,~collectron of books by or-about O’ Nerll e
. cand. continues to ‘add new titles. Dunng, .

- \the last § year we added A Wind is Rzrmg R
. o the Correspondence. ongner Boulton and EE
oo (,,Eugene ONeill (Farrlergh Dmkenson
: “', “University Press, 2000) by William =
. Davies King, Eugene ‘O'Neill: Beyond ‘
o Moummg and- thgeaﬁ/ (Yale University - ,l’};v, .
" Press;1999) by Stephen A. Black, and
- "O'Neill: Life with:Monte Gristo (Applause,
2000) by £ Arthur and Barbara Gelb. loth
: Professors Krng and Black relred heavr,ly

’Nerll Collectlon .

IN 2001'

L tMemberslup contnbutrons o the
| Friends of the lerary are one of: the.
o wpnmary sources of. financial support: -
1 for the department of Specral
- Collections. They enable us to pur--. /
E chase rare books and other materials-
| 7 .Viand fo support other ways of reachmg ,, ’
. outto the campis and regional com-
- ”i,munrty through public exhibitions,
| lectures and: this newsletter. If: you
bearmg many AR lhave renewed your membershrp, we - -
. IS srncerely thank you: We welcome new o
I ”members at any time and urge readers
10 let us know of. anyone in our area’ -
-who would enjoy a formal assocratron ‘

with one of the New London ared’s '
ma]or cultural resources. ‘Membership

| -'in the Friends of the Library at the' "
B Assocrate level ($50) and above -
" includes: borrowrng pr1v1leges at our
.excellent lrbrary ; :

The Palmer Room on’ the second
“floor of Shain Library is the readlng
| - -toom for Spec1al Collectrons andis -
1 ‘normally pen Weekdays until 5p. m.
L 4 p-m. in the summer) Members of
| the Frrends are mvrted tostopby . -
\ when vrsrtmg the hbrary, although i S
| you are in the lrbrary specrﬁcally o
- use Specral Collectrons resources, it is,
" advisable to make'an appointment in -

advance by calhng Laurie Deredlta at.

439—2654

‘ :LUANNE RICE best—selhng wrlter of contemporary ﬁctron and member of the o
21 Connectrcut College class of 1977 will: speak about writing and her Connectrcut
| ‘rootsata gathenng sponsored by the. Fnends of the Library in  the fall. Luanne,

| Connecticut native with homes in Old Lyrne and New York Crty, published her.
 first novel in 1986 followed by seven others in quick succession. Dream Country, |

’Fzreﬂy Beztcb and Summer nght were, released it in 2001 Several of her novels have " © |
1. been made into movres, mcludrng Follow the Stars Home, of whrch the paperback' ;
Bantam edmon ‘was on the New York Times bestseller list. The date. for this.event
~ has not been set but it will probably take place in October An announcement wrth
1 date, fime and place wrll be sent to: the Frrends of the Lrbrary in September ‘
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