Connecticut College
Digital Commons @ Connecticut College

Africana Studies Program Publications Africana Studies Program

Spring 2024

Africana Studies Newsletter, Spring 2024

Connecticut College

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.conncoll.edu/africanapub

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Africana Studies Program at Digital Commons @
Connecticut College. It has been accepted for inclusion in Africana Studies Program Publications by an authorized
administrator of Digital Commons @ Connecticut College. For more information, please contact
bpancier@conncoll.edu.

The views expressed in this paper are solely those of the author.


https://digitalcommons.conncoll.edu/
https://digitalcommons.conncoll.edu/africanapub
https://digitalcommons.conncoll.edu/africana
https://digitalcommons.conncoll.edu/africanapub?utm_source=digitalcommons.conncoll.edu%2Fafricanapub%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:bpancier@conncoll.edu

» Ay,
/'ﬁ//

g

(l = sr

{4
{4

=71

Check out our
Fall 2024 offerings!

West African Dance
African American History:
1865-Present

African History Since 1800

Inquiry in Black
Philosophy of Race and
Racism

Afro-Diasporic Dance
New World Black
Masculinities

Race, Gender, and the Mass
Media

Multicultural Psychology
Intersectional Identities in
UsS Film

Is Africa Poor?
Commemoration

Check the Fall 2024 course

schedule for more
information!

Africana Studies
Newsletter
Spring 2024

Welcome our new
AFR faculty member!

Africana Studies is thrilled to announce our first
linked hire, Dr. Shakita Thomas Kpetay! Dr.
Thomas Kpetay will be joining the Education
Studies department this coming Fall, but will
also be linked with Africana Studies, where she
will teach two courses per year for Africana,
including the introductory course (AFR 237). She
is a scholar, educator, and life coach who
currently studies Culture and Teaching in the
Department of Curriculum and Instruction at the
University of Minnesota- Twin Cities. A native of
Chicago, IL, her research broadly focuses on
African American identity and education, racial
capitalism, school restructuring/ school closures,
culturally relevant pedagogy, and non-formal
Black education. Some of her past projects
include: African American identity in Cameroon
and Ghana, the Young Women Initiative of
Minnesota, and (Pp)an Africanism and non-
formal Black education. Dr. Thomas Kpetay has
presented her work at national and international
conferences such as the Critical Race Ethnic
Studies Association, American Educational
Research Association, and the Comparative and
International Education Society. Furthermore,
she is a member of Solidarity Twin Cities and Co-
Chair of the Nu Skool for Afrikan American
Thought. In her free time, she enjoys
participating in Afro-beats Zumba, spending
time with family and dogs, and taking short
walks around the neighborhood. We welcome
Dr. Shakita Thomas Kpetay to Connecticut
College!

Would you like to become an Africana major or
minor? Want to be part of our SAB? Got a
programming idea for the Fall? Contact Prof.
Harris: charris4@conncoll.edu.



More New Additions to
Africana!

Africana and CCSRE Go to the
NMAAHC(C!

On Feb. 23-25, AFR dffiliated faculty-- Profs.
Cherise Harris (SOC) Jennifer Rudolph (SOC),
and Carla Parker-Athill (BIO)-- along with
senior Africana major, Serena Prince, and
several CCSRE students took a Black History
Month trip to the National Museum of African
American History and Culture (NMAAHC) in
Washington, DC. For Serena, this was actually
her second trip to the NMAAHC this vyear.
According to Serenq, “Going to the NMAAHC is
an extremely meaningful experience . . . It felt
like 1 was walking through time and history,
following the footprints of those who came
before me.” She went on to say, "Majoring in
Africana Studies has always been a form of
self-determination for me and | was grateful to
celebrate my love for Black history in this way!”
The trip was also very meaningful for Profs.
(cont.on p. 5)



Check out
our
affiliated
faculty on
the next

page!

What is Africana Studies?
What Can I Do with a Degree in
Africana?

Dr. Mae Jemison,
physician &
NASA astronaut

Angela Bassett,
Globe winning
actress

They majored or minored in
Africana Studies and you can, too!




Africana Affiliated Faculty

In addition to Profs. Coker, Desloge, and Thomas Kpetay, these are our other
Africana-affiliated faculty:

Shani Collins

Associate Prof. of Dance

Hubert Cook

Assistant Prof. of English

Kate Rushin

Prof. of English & Poet in Residence

Daniel Moak

Assistant Prof. of Government

Carla Parker-Athill

George & Carol Milne Assistant
Prof. of Biology

Cherise Harris

Associate Prof. of Sociology and
Incoming Interim Director

|saac Gottesman

Lenore Tingle Howard ‘42 Associate
Prof. of Education Studies

Salma Siddique

Visiting Associate Prof. of
Human Development

Sana Abdi

Jacon & Hilda Blaustein Assistant
Prof. of French and Francophone
Studies

Rashelle Litchmore

Assistant Prof. of Human
Development

Matt Swagler

Assistant Prof. of History

Jennifer Rudolph

Associate Prof. of Sociology




Africana and CCSRE at the N\MAAHC

(cont.)

Harris and Parker-Athill. Prof. Parker-Athill noted, “The museum
... reminds us of how close we are to our collective past, how
tenuous the rights we hold are, and the responsibility we all
have to learn, remember and preserve historical truths. [1t]
also, importantly, showcases our joy, our perseverance and
our innovation in the midst of the most unimaginable
circumstances.” For Prof. Harris, this was a culmination of a
dream to be able to visit the NMAAHC and take students with
her: “Everywhere you looked, there was a stunning, colorful
display of Blackness throughout history. | hope to go back soon
with more students because there was so much to see!” We
look forward to offering more trips in the future in order to
continue our exploration of the histories and cultures of people
of African descent.

A& e
> Congratulations to the Class of 2024 and particularly
- our extraordinary Africana seniors: Lyndon Inglis,
Serena Prince, and Kayla Tavarez. May you experience
all the best life has to offer and use your education in ?

Africana Studies toward liberation. \V
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