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Mission

The Connecticut College Arboretum is owned by Connecticut College and operated for 
the benefit of the College and the community. The Arboretum functions in support of 
the College’s mission by helping to prepare men and women for a lifetime of learning 
about and interacting with the natural world. The mission of the Connecticut College 
Arboretum is:

Teaching
To provide an outdoor laboratory for use by faculty and students in botany, biology, 
environmental studies and other departments. In both teaching and research, the 
Arboretum is a unique and valuable academic resource and support facility.

Research
To support and conduct research in a broad range of subjects, including ecology, field 
biology, conservation and natural history. Arboretum research emphasizes long-term studies.

Conservation
To provide stewardship of College lands by protecting, sustaining and enhancing 
biological diversity of large tracts of open space. The Arboretum also provides leadership 
statewide and beyond in conservation matters.

Collections 
To maintain, develop and interpret well-documented plant collections for teaching, 
research, public education and enjoyment.

Recreation
To provide a place where people from the College and the community may enjoy passive 
recreation and where they may come to learn, reflect and renew themselves through 
contact with the natural world. The Arboretum enhances the quality of life both for the 
constituents of the College and the citizens of southeastern Connecticut.

Public Education
To provide programs and publications about conservation, horticulture, gardening, botany 
and natural history that enhance people’s understanding of the natural world and foster an 
understanding of the Arboretum’s mission.
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The 2011-12 school year was exciting and disruptive at the same time, thanks 
to the major renovation and new addition project at New London Hall. The work 
required closing both the main road north from the gatehouse and the main sidewalk 
at the northeast corner of Tempel Green, affecting everyone on campus. New London 
Hall was the first academic building at Connecticut College, even housing the library 
and the president’s office until other facilities were constructed nearby. I was told that 
it was built from stone quarried from what soon became the Arboretum, as were the 
three nearby dorms locally known as “The Quad.” One by one, programs and people 
moved out over the last century. By the mid-1980s New London Hall became the 
exclusive home of the life sciences and the Arboretum. 

The first big change to the building came in 1935 when Arboretum Director and 
Botany Chairman George Avery secured a grant from the Rockefeller Foundation to 
construct the greenhouse, complete with air-conditioned laboratory space in the base-
ment. This facility was always managed by the Arboretum staff. In the early 1980s, the 
interior of New London Hall received a facelift and some space rearrangement, and the 
grand wooden staircase up the middle of the building was replaced with an elevator. In 
1995 the Arboretum office moved across the street to the Olin Science Center. 

Beginning in summer 2011 New London Hall was stripped back to its stone block 
walls and completely rebuilt. An addition was connected to the east side and, thanks 
to the College’s commitment to sustainability, the entire facility is heated and cooled 
by a geothermal system attached to a series of 40 wells under Tempel Green. The 
Arboretum staff was primarily concerned with renovations to the 80-plus-year-old 
greenhouse, which was expertly redesigned and rebuilt by greenhouse specialist Rough 
Brothers Inc. The foundation and frame are all original, but it now features new safety 
glass, electrical service and modern climate control systems.

This year’s annual report details the Arboretum’s major accomplishments as our 
staff and students diverted around a big construction site in the heart of campus. 
Some might think the biggest news is the first nesting record of bluebirds in the 
Arboretum’s history (after 60 years of detailed bird-watching records). Others 
might appreciate the path lights installed from Buck Lodge to the main entrance 
of the Native Plant Collection that help them exit after enjoying Flock Theatre’s 
Shakespeare in the Arboretum. Many will certainly enjoy the new Lillian Niederman 
Garden on the south side of the College Center with its New England native meadow 
theme. What I appreciate most is the hard work of our staff and students, and the 
excellent support we receive from the many volunteers, members, alumni and friends 
of the Arboretum who make it all possible.

Glenn D. Dreyer
Charles and Sarah P. Becker ’27 Director

“What I appreciate 

most is the hard 
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of the Arboretum ...”

Director’s Letter
Highlights
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public education and outreach

above: Members and Friends 

Night speaker Hannah Holmes 

presented from her book 

“Suburban Safari”

top right: Gnome Home Builders

bottom right: Keith Bowman 

leads a moss identification 

workshop
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Public Education

Assistant Director Kathy Dame develops and oversees the Arboretum’s 
public education programming with the help of a volunteer committee. The chil-
dren’s programs are promoted under the title “Let’s Explore! Nature Activities for 
Kids …” Approximately 520 adults and 250 children participated in Arboretum 
education programs this year.

Adults
Program Type	 No. of Events

Conference	 2

Lecture/Short Course	 3

Guided Walk	 7

Workshop	 6

Plant Sale	 2

Photography Contest	 1

Children
Program Type	 No. of Events

Workshops	 8

Walks	 4

Storytelling	 2

TOTAL	 35

Some of the highlights this year included an ethnobotanical walk in the Native 
Plant Collection with ethnobotany Professor Manuel Lizarralde; a two-part digital 
photography workshop with Roger Riley; a workshop on growing “microgreens” at 
home presented by Mark Braunstein; and another on novel uses of herbs with Karen 
O’Brien. Interpretive walks included winter waterfowl, Mamacoke geology, autumn 
color, spring wildflowers, native meadows and campus trees. 

Public Education  a nd Outreach

Children’s holiday ornament 

workshop
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public education and outreach

An all-day workshop for professional and informal teachers, “Opening the Circle: 
Teaching about Trees, Birds, and Migration through Indigenous Stories and Earth 
Activities for Children,” was presented by Michael Caduto, an internationally known 
author, storyteller, science teacher and environmental studies expert. This year’s ecologi-
cal landscape design conference, the 23rd consecutive collaboration between the Arbo-
retum, the University of Pennsylvania Morris Arboretum, and New Directions in the 
American Landscape, was “Conversations Across Fields: Interdisciplinary Approaches 
to Ecological Landscape Design.” It brought about 95 green-industry professionals 
from across the Northeast to our campus for two days in January. The annual S.A.L.T. 
conference for homeowners last November, “The ABCs of Creating Your Own Garden 
of Eden,” featured garden designer and author C. Colston Burrell as a presenter. 

Outreach

CAPTURING  the BEAUT Y  of NATURE 2012

The 13th annual photo contest this year attracted the largest number of 
entries ever, with a total of 124 in three categories. Our thanks to judges Ulysses Ham-
mond, Eileen Jenkins and Anne-Marie Lizarralde, who had to select a few winners 
from a plethora of extraordinary entries. All of the photographs were on display for 
three weeks on the first floor of the Olin Science Center. 

Children
1st Place	 Bethany LaFramboise for “The End”
2nd Place	C hristina Konstantinidis (untitled)
3rd Place	 Kaleigh Waters for “Reflection of Clouds”

Teens 
1st Place	A urora Hooper for “Peace and Quiet”
2nd Place	 Jackie Zerio for “Reflection”
3rd Place	 Madelaine Kollegger for “Free Floating”

Adults 
1st Place	 Bethany McMahon for “No Such Luck”
2nd Place	 Kathleen Scovish for “Butterfly Kisses”
3rd Place	 Jessica McLean for “Breaking Dawn”

Roberta Brouwer and Kathy 

Dame lead Pumpkin Circle with 

stories, music and games
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public education and outreach

Tour s

Volunteer docents led free guided tours of the various Arboretum plant collec-
tions on Sunday afternoons from May through October. During the summer, when the 
Arbo Project does not operate, volunteers provided tours for approximately 160 children. 

The Arbo Project, in which Connecticut College student volunteers lead environ-
mental education walks, hosted 128 children from the greater New London commu-
nity this year. The project is a collaboration between the Arboretum and the College’s 
Office of Volunteers for Community Service.

In September Glenn Dreyer gave a tour of campus trees to a University of Connect-
icut urban forestry class and, in October, to 50 tree lovers who traveled by bus from 
Hartford to view the campus landscape. That event was arranged by the Hartford 
County Cooperative Extension Office.

Other Outreach

Flock Theatre’s annual Shakespeare in the Arboretum presented “King Lear” 
and “The Comedy of Errors” during summer 2011. Beyond the Arboretum, last 
September Glenn gave a guided walk at Riverside Park in New London as part of a 
community gathering to increase appreciation of that public space. Botany Profes-
sor Chad Jones and Glenn led a Connecticut Botanical Society field trip in August to 
Lothorp Meadows, a preserved open-space parcel near downtown Norwich. A detailed 
plant species list generated from three different visits was given to the local committee 
that manages the site. Glenn gave illustrated talks about the Arboretum to the New 
London Rotary and at the senior center in Old Lyme, Conn.

Kathy Dame continues to mentor the Connecticut chapter of Wild Ones, a national 
organization of native plant gardening enthusiasts. The chapter meets once a month on 
campus for educational programs.

One of the prize-winning 

photographs, “Butterfly Kisses” 

by Kathleen Scovish

Director Glenn Dreyer signs a 

copy of “Greening Connecticut’s 

Cities and Towns” during a 

campus tree tour
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public education and outreach

right: Volunteers, staff and 

shoppers at the Mother’s Day 

plant sale

below: Meskwaka tree 

training program participants 

learn correct tree-planting 

technique
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The seventh decadal Bolleswood Natural Area vegetation survey was begun 
in June 2012 under the supervision of Professor Jones. Lily Fayerweather ’13, Colin 
Lang ’14, Michael Leduc ’14 and Milan Saunders ’13 spent the summer recording the 
types of plants and their size along four 20-foot-wide transects approximately 1,000 
feet in length. This research program was begun by Professors Richard Goodwin and 
William Niering in 1952, and is supported by an endowment that Professor Goodwin 
established to generate just enough income for the summer wages every 10 years. One 
of the longest-running vegetation studies in the world, it has generated invaluable 
information about changes in unmanaged forests over more than half a century.

From left, Colin Lang ’14, 

Lillian Fayerweather ’13, Milan 

Saunders ’13 and Michael  

Leduc ’14 survey the Bolleswood 

Natural Area vegetation in 

summer 2012 with Professor 

Chad Jones

Teaching  a nd Research
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teaching and research

The Arboretum initiated a meadow restoration project on the Matthies Tract in 
2004. After initially clearing woody vegetation, staff seeded a five-acre area with a 
mixture of native grasses and wildflowers in 2006. Professor Chad Jones, Nels Barrett 
’78 and Arboretum Director Glenn Dreyer did detailed plant census work in seeded 
and unseeded locations in the project area in 2008 and 2010. An article about the 
project and the resulting meadow vegetation was accepted this spring for publication 
in the Natural Areas Journal. Although many early successional habitat restoration 
projects have been done in New England, this is the first published documentation in 
the professional literature. We expect this paper to be helpful to land trusts and other 
organizations that undertake such projects.

Professor Robert Askins worked with Mary Buchanan ’14, Clara Chaisson ’12 and 
Diane Hitchcock ’75 this summer on the long-term breeding bird population study in 
the Bolleswood Natural Area. This research was also initiated by Professors Niering 
and Goodwin in the early 1950s and has been continued by Professor Askins since 
the early 1980s. The data from this study has helped to document variations in bird 
populations associated with changes in the Bolleswood vegetation and the regional 
environment. Professor Askins and his research assistants also did spot mapping of 
birds in both the meadow restoration area on the Matthies Tract and the reclaimed 
meadows around the Samuel Bolles farm site north of Gallows Lane. They reported 
that bluebirds were nesting in boxes erected in both of the restored meadows. This is 
the first Arboretum nesting record of this species in 60 years of observations, and indi-
cates that the restorations are meeting the goal of providing early successional habitat 
for uncommon species. Monitoring of chimney swifts on campus was also part of the 
summer bird research agenda.

For the past several years Professor Jones has been testing mathematical models that 
attempt to predict the spread of invasive species using historical data collected from the 
Bolleswood vegetation surveys. He has found that these models, which are commonly 
used around the world, work in the short term but perform poorly over time. A manu-
script based on this research has been accepted for publication in the journal Forest 
Ecology and Management.

Professor Jones, George & Carol Milne Associate Professor of Biology Anne 
Bernhard, and Jean C. Tempel ’65 Professor of Biology Steve Loomis began a research 
project studying the effects of climate warming on salt marsh vegetation, invertebrates 
and microbes. They are particularly interested in how warming will affect interactions 
among these groups of organisms. During the past year they conducted pilot studies at 
Mamacoke marsh to test methods of experimentally warming temperatures.

Director Glenn Dreyer continued to lead a committee that compiled a new checklist 
of the native and naturalized vascular plants of Connecticut. The list is in the proofread-

Arboretum meadow restoration 

project in year six (2012)
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teaching and research

ing stages and should be published in the coming year by the Connecticut Botanical 
Society. Professor Jones is developing a database to make the list searchable online. 

The Arboretum continues to cosponsor the Connecticut Notable Trees Project. New 
volunteers have added much enthusiasm and productivity to the effort to document the 
state’s big and historic trees. This year 14 national champion trees, the largest of their 
kind in the country, were documented in the state; in previous years fewer than half that 
number of Connecticut trees ever made the national list. The project’s website (search 
keywords: notable trees) contains data on more than 3,000 trees statewide.

The next Arboretum publication will be produced in collaboration with the Con-
necticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection. Glenn Dreyer is editing 
a manuscript titled “Trap Rock Ridges of Connecticut, Natural History and Land Use.” 
The authors are Penni Sharp, an environmental consultant and naturalist; Ralph Lewis, 
former state geologist and a visiting instructor at the College; and David Wagner, an 
entomology professor at UConn. The new bulletin should be complete by early 2013.

Each year numerous College classes make use of the Arboretum and greenhouse for 
teaching and research. This year they were:

�� Bot 115 – Introduction to Botany: walking tours highlighted New England for-
est history; used samples of many plants for weekly identification study.

�� Bio 105 – Organisms: collected mosses from the Arboretum; grew “fast plants” 
in greenhouse.

�� ES 111 – Environmental Studies as a Social Science: walking tour in the Native 
Plant Collection emphasized biodiversity initiatives.

�� ES 120 – Introduction to Environmental Geology: mapped geological hazards 
on Mamacoke.

�� Bio 204 – Ornithology: four field trips in the Arboretum.

�� Bot 205 – Plants, Protists and Fungi: field labs to collect fungi, mosses and 
grasses (for hay infusions to grow protists); collected mycorhizae and observed 
gymnosperms; used ferns from the greenhouse.

�� Bio 207 – Ecology: four field labs; one multi-week experiment in the green-
house; collected plankton from the Arboretum pond.

�� ES 312 – Introduction to Vector-Based GIS: three students did vegetation map-
ping projects in the Arboretum.

�� ES 316 – Coastal Dynamics of Southern New England: field trip to Mamacoke.

�� Bio 431 – Comparative Physiology: studied invertebrate populations during the 
transition from fall to winter, looking at cold adaptation.

From left, Mary Buchanan ’14, 

Clara Chaisson ’12 and Professor 

Bob Askins monitor bluebird 

nest boxes at the Samuel Bolles 

farm site
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plant collections

Arboretum collections consist of the Caroline Black Garden (four acres, 
established in 1928), the Native Plant Collection (30 acres, established in 1931) and 
the campus landscape (125 acres, became part of Arboretum in 1998). Curation of the 
woody plants in these collections includes inspecting each plant every five years and 
recording pertinent information in a database and on maps. Individual accessioned 
plants in the Native Plant Collection and Caroline Black Garden are tagged with 
metal labels containing the scientific name and a unique identifying number. Plants on 
campus are not individually tagged, but are located by detailed maps, as are plants in 
the other two collection areas. 

Campus

A bequest from Miriam Harris ’55 established a garden in her mother’s memory. 
Since Ms. Harris wanted some specific, non-native plants to be used in the Lillian Nie-
derman Garden, Glenn Dreyer worked with Grounds Supervisor Jim Luce to choose 
a campus location immediately south of the College Center at Crozier-Williams. Con-
tractors removed a line of a dozen tall, dying hemlock trees last fall, and Larry Weaner 
Landscape Design Associates of Glenside, Pa., designed and installed the garden. The 
inspiration for the planting was the field and savannah landscape in the Arboretum 
north of the eastern end of Benham Avenue. Beyond the few exotic species specified 
by the donor, all others are cultivated varieties of native plants. The plantings and a 
circular bench were installed in mid-May 2012. Part of the gift was used to establish 
an endowment fund for future maintenance.

During summer 2011 the muddy area crisscrossed with foot trails south of Smith and 
Burdick houses was transformed into an attractive plaza with concrete walks and patios, 
benches, bike racks, and dense plantings of mostly native shrubs and perennials. Designed 
by Kent Frost Landscape Architecture of Mystic, the concept was developed by architec-
tural studies major Brendan Kempf ’10, who was an intern with the firm last year.

One of the first steps in the renovation of New London Hall beginning in spring 
2011 was the removal of a large black oak and a Norway maple from the west side of 
the building. The Arboretum kept and stored three very large logs from the trees and 
contracted with City Bench to bring a portable sawmill to the Arboretum in February 
to slice the logs into two-inch-thick slabs. Some of this wood was incorporated into the 
Science Center at New London Hall as countertops and signs.

The New London Hall renovation project included the College greenhouse. After 
reducing the number of plants to a bare minimum during the preceding year, all 
remaining specimens were removed to a nearby shade structure. By June 2012 the old 

left: Students help move plants 

from the greenhouse to a 

temporary shade house

right: By midsummer 2012, old 

greenhouse glass has been 

removed and preparation for 

the new glass has begun
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glass was off and new glass was being installed onto the original frame, which was still 
in excellent shape.

Caroline Black Garden

The three-year project to renovate the water feature area at the bottom 
of the Caroline Black Garden in a Japanese style was completed this year. Arbore-
tum staff constructed a cedar-post-and-bamboo entry gate and completed additional 
stone work and plantings. The renovated space was opened to the public in a June 10 
program that included a lecture on Japanese gardens by designer Stephen Morrell and 
a tour of the garden. The project was dedicated to the memory of the late Jeff Smith, 
Arboretum horticulturist, and a bronze plaque to that effect was installed on a stone 
bench overlooking the stream.

Native Plant Collection & Natural Areas

Tropical Storm Irene blew into Connecticut on Aug. 28, 2011, causing power 
outages that lasted more than a week in some nearby towns. About 23 trees in the Na-
tive Plant Collection were uprooted or severely damaged and had to be removed. The 
impact to the collection was much less significant than Hurricanes Gloria and Bob in 
the 1980s. A combination of Arboretum staff and commercial arborists completed the 
cleanup, as was the case with the trees on campus, which sustained minimal damage.

Renovation of the Rose Family plant collection was completed this year. Five new 
species of native shrubs were added, plus five cultivated varieties of shrubby cinquefoil. 
The final step in this project will be the installation of a rustic gazebo.

Curator Mary Villa and her student assistants, with the help of GIS specialist and 
environmental studies lecturer Beverly Chomiak, have continued to convert hand-
drawn Native Plant Collection accession maps to electronic Arc-GIS format. Mary and 
the students completed an inventory of the Native Plant Collection last summer and 
will complete an inventory of the Caroline Black Garden in 2012.

In a continuation of the project to keep deer from jumping over fences into the collec-
tions and natural area, a new, 10-foot-high, black chain-link fence was installed around 

Plant Collections

from top: Carolina rose in 

the renovated Rose Family 

Collection

New lights on the Arboretum 

Laurel Walk

The new plaza south of Smith 

and Burdick houses, across 

from Shain Library
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plant collections

the president’s yard. This forms the southeastern boundary of the Native Plant Collec-
tion and replaces a rusty six-foot chain-link fence that was not tall enough to deter deer. 
The perimeter of the 100-acre area south of Gallows Lane and west of Williams Street is 
nearly all fenced to the new 10-foot standard now. The exception is the fence behind the 
houses on Bloomingdale Road and the decorative iron fence along Williams Street.

During 2011-12, “campus standard” pole lights were installed from the Native 
Plant Collection main entrance, down the Laurel Walk, through the theater and up to 
Buck Lodge. Ten concrete bases were installed and wired in, and five were mounted 
with lights last fall. This June, the five remaining lights were installed. Switches in the 
bases of the two lights in the theater allow those to be shut off during performances.

The town of Waterford began installing sanitary sewers on Benham Avenue from 
Harrison’s Landing to Old Norwich Road in spring 2012. The contractors received 
permission to use the Arboretum field south of Benham and next to the railroad tracks 
for equipment and material storage. The College sold the town a small parcel of Arbo-
retum land next to the railroad tracks for a pumping station. The project is expected 
to be completed by December 2012.

NEW PLANTINGS    by COLLECTION

Campus Landscape

New Plaza between Smith House and Branford House
Acer saccharum ‘Green Mountain.’ Sugar Maple
*Buxus ‘Green Velvet.’ Boxwood
Hydrangea quercifolia. Oakleaf Hydrangea
Leucothoe axillaris. Coast Leucothoe 
*Pieris japonica ‘Cavatine.’ Japanese Andromeda 

Lillian Niederman Garden
Amelanchier canadensis. Eastern Shadbush
*Aronia melanocarpa. Black Chokeberry
Juniperus virginiana ‘Corcorcor.’ Emerald Sentinel Eastern Redcedar
*Juniperus virginiana ‘Idyllwild.’ Idyllwild Eastern Redcedar
Juniperus virginiana ‘Grey Owl.’ Grey Owl Eastern Redcedar
Prunus americana. American Plum
Rhododendron calendulaceum. Flame Azalea
Rhododendron cumberlandense. Cumberland Azalea

right: Garden designer Steven 

Morrell speaks at the opening of 

the Japanese-inspired renovation 

of the Caroline Black Garden 

water feature area

below: A portable sawmill cut 

oak and maple logs from trees 

removed near New London Hall 

into slabs for future use.
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plant collections

Rhus aromatic ‘Gro-low.’ Gro-low Fragrant Sumac
*Syringa x prestoniae ‘James Macfarlane.’ James Macfarlane Lilac

Other Campus Plantings
Albizia julibrissin. Silk Tree
Carpinus caroliniana. American Hornbeam
*Pseudolarix amabilis. Golden Larch 
Rhododendron ‘Delaware Valley White.’ Delaware Valley White Rhododendron 
Taxus baccata ‘Repandens.’ Spreading English Yew 

Caroline Black Garden
*Pseudolarix amabilis. Golden Larch
Rhododendron catawbiense ‘English Roseum.’ Catawba Rhododendron
*Rhododendron ‘Jane Grant.’ Jane Grant Rhododendron.

Native Plant Collection

Rose Family Area
Amelanchier x grandiflora ‘Cole’s Select.’ Serviceberry
Amelanchier nantucketensis. Nantucket Shadbush
Aronia arbutifolia. Chokeberry
Juniperus communis ‘Repanda.’ Prostrate Juniper
Potentilla fruticosa ‘Goldfinger.’ Shrubby Cinquefoil
*Potentilla fruticosa ‘Pink Beauty.’ Shrubby Cinquefoil
*Potentilla fruticosa ‘Red Ace.’ Shrubby Cinquefoil
*Potentilla fruticosa ‘Snowbird.’ Shrubby Cinquefoil
Rosa carolina. Carolina Rose
Spiraea tomentosa. Steeplebush

Other new plantings in the Native Plant Collection
Acer saccharum. Sugar Maple
Cercis canadensis. Redbud
Ilex verticillata forma chrysocarpa. Yellow Winterberry
Magnolia grandiflora ‘Bracken’s Brown Beauty.’ Bracken’s Brown Beauty Magnolia
*Magnolia grandiflora ‘Edith Bogue.’ Edith Bogue Magnolia
Platanus occidentalis ‘.’ American Sycamore from Gettysburg
*Diervilla sessilifolia ‘Butterfly.’ Shrub Honeysuckle
Rhododendron canadensis. Rhodora
*Rhododendron groenlandicum. Labrador Tea
Swida alternifolia. Alternate Leaf Dogwood

*New taxa 

Accessions  by Collection

As of June 2012 there were 6,000 living plants accessioned, mapped and entered 
into our plant collections database (BG-Base). The plants are distributed by collection 
as follows: 

	 Trees	S hrubs

Campus Landscape	 1,395	 1,723

Caroline Black Garden	 163	 425

Native Plant Collection	 1,033	 1,261 (and vines)

Total specimens	 2,591	 3,409

The Arboretum is grateful for the generous 

support provided through the following 

endowed funds:

Charles and Sarah P. Becker ’27 Arboretum 

Directorship Fund

Endowed Unrestricted Arboretum Fund

Class of 1944 Special Projects Fund

A. Clayton Scribner Arboretum Library Fund

Sally and Roy Taylor Arboretum Endowed Fund

Arboretum Director’s Discretionary Fund

Arboretum Development Fund

Arboretum Plant Fund

Bolleswood Natural Area Fund

Gertrude Brown Memorial Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Nelson L. Buck Arboretum Fund

Arboretum Edgerton Memorial Fund

Lillian Dauby Gries ’27 Conifer Maintenance 

Fund

Marjorie Holloway Endowed Memorial Garden

Sylvia Blake Harrison Memorial Garden 

Maintenance Fund

Parthenia Grier Johnson Holly Collection 

Garden Fund

Daniel Klagsbrun ’86 Memorial Garden 

Endowment Fund

Mamacoke Island Endowed Fund

Betty Walther Memorial Arboretum Fund

Ann C. Wheeler ’34 Endowed Arboretum Fund

The Lillian Niederman Garden 

just after planting in May, 

south of the College Center
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people

Staff

Charles Cochran ’10 joined the Arboretum staff as a groundsperson in August 
2011, replacing Charles Chip McIlwain, who had resigned in June. Charles Cochran 
had worked with the Arboretum horticultural staff as a student during his sophomore 
through senior years, and then came back last summer in a temporary capacity. Also in 
2011, Bryan Goulet was promoted to senior groundsperson. Bryan had transferred to 
the Arboretum from the Physical Plant Grounds Crew in 2005. 

Continuing members of the Arboretum staff this year were Glenn Dreyer, Charles & 
Sarah P. Becker ’27 Director; Kathy Dame, assistant director for public programs; Mary 
Villa, curator and information manager (part time); Leigh Knuttel, horticulturist; Bryan 
Goulet, senior groundsperson; and Elene Anthopolos, department assistant (part time).

Students

With only five full-time and two part-time staff members, the Arboretum relies 
heavily on student assistants both during the school year and in the summer. While 
most are engaged in the landscape maintenance operation, others support the educa-
tional and curatorial efforts. 

Summer 2011
Charles Cochran ’10
Zurab Grdzelishvili ’12
Sarah Rhodes ’12
Dvora Walker ’11

Fall 2011
Steven Burnham ’12
Nels Christensen ’14
Nevena Deligineva ’13
Courtney Dwyer ’12
Grace Glynn ’14
Benjamin Hopkins ’13
Duncheng Jiang ’14
Anne Kearney ’12
Robert Landry ’13
Zhibang Liu ’14
Eleanor Schmitt ’12
Qimeng Zhao ’13

Spring 2012
Steven Burnham ’12
Nels Christensen ’14
Paige Cowie ’12
Alanna Fusco ’13
Christopher Giri ’15
Grace Glynn ’14
Anne Kearney ’12
Andrew Keen ’15
Eleanor Schmitt ’12
Richard Worsman ’12

Volunteers

Throughout the past year 35 volunteers donated their time to the Arboretum. 
They provided a significant backup for the Arboretum staff by leading tours, planning 
and teaching children and adult programs, working at plant sales and conferences, and 
assisting with landscape maintenance. Volunteers socialize with each other and our 

above: New Groundsperson 

Charles Cochran ’10

right: Staff and summer 

students, from left: Anne 

Kearney ’12, Charles Cochran 

’10, Bryan Goulet, Junhee Lee ’14, 

Andrew Harrington ’12, Richard 

Worsman ’12 and Leigh Knuttel
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staff at a spring barbecue and a fall pot-luck dinner, both at Buck Lodge. Some of our 
volunteers have served with us for nearly 20 years. We sincerely thank each of the fol-
lowing individuals for making time to help the Arboretum.

Savas Anthopolos
Robert Askins
Mark Braunstein
Roberta Brouwer
Carol Bunting
Tracy Burrell
Beverly Chomiak
Richard Conway
John Cox 
Kim Donahue
Caroline Driscoll ’84
Joan Flynn
Allen Gauthier

Kenneth Graham
Ulysses Hammond
Ashley Hanson ’82
Trish Helm
Eileen Jenkins
Mary Kallio
Anne-Marie Lizarralde ’91 

MA’97
Manuel Lizarralde
Jim Luce
Peter Moore
Sandra Morse
Susan Munger

Kerri Ann Neville
Becky Nortz
Karen O’Brien
T. Page Owen
Roger Riley
John Sargent
Linda Sargent
Robert Sherman
Liz Smith
Sally Taylor
Kathryn Williams
Pamela Wright
Michael Wuenscher

Members

The Arboretum gratefully acknowledges gifts from the following individuals 
and organizations who contributed this year either directly or through the establish-
ment of endowment funds that provide support every year. We strive to accurately 
maintain our records and appreciate receiving corrections.

Patrons
Davis, Martha 
Fosseen, Linda Lee
Homeier, Jean 
Lynch, Susan Eckert 
Lynde Point Land Trust 
Morton, Joanne McKean 
Sylvan Nursery
Taylor, Sally
Urban Forestry 

Organization 
Van Sloun Foundation 
Van Sloun, Neil and Sylvia 

Sponsors
Arkava, Harold 
Badenhausen, Dorothea 

Susan 
Dearborn, Deborah 
Dreyer, Glenn and Wendy 
Dutcher, Craig C. 
Harlow, Margaret H. 
Hanson, Ashley
Johnson, Michael D. 
Kashanski, John 
Klagsbrun, Edward
Marston, William 
McGowan, Suzanne

Moore, Hatsy 
Moulton, David 
Parnall, Ruth and Walker, 

Donald L. 
Porter, Marcia W. 
Record, Stephen and 

Mary Sue 
Rotch, Susan 
Ryder, Thomas S. 
Sargent, Thomas A. 
Winslow, Katherine D. 

Supporting Families, 
Individuals and 
Organizations
Allen, Renee Mercaldo 
Anderson, Dexter 
Anderson, Joellen 
Arnold, David and Platt 
Askins, Robert 
Augustiny, Mary E. 
Babbitt, Eleanor C. 
Barnes, Phillip 
Beaulieu, Renee 
Becker, Margaret W. 
Bischoff, Terry 
Blair, Diana 
Blake-Coleman, Wendy

Bowen, Leila K. 
Bradford, Sara and Derek 
Bradley, Gloria 
Branford Garden Club 
Brensilver, Howard 
Brown, Lauren 
Calabretta, Claire 
Carr, Vonice 
Ching, Stanton S. 
Clark, Joseph 
Clayton, Christina 
Copp, Belton and Eugenie 
Cowen, James 

People

top: Summer student worker 

Anne Kearney ’12

bottom: Children’s Education 

Committee volunteers, from 

left: Kim Donahue, Dick Conway, 

Kerry Ann Neville, Ashley 

Hanson, Kathy Dame, Caroline 

Driscoll and Roberta Brouwer
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people

Cox, John and Katha 
Coyne, Jeanne H. 
Cressman, Felise T. 
Crosby, Phyllis 
Crosby, Rebecca T. 
Dagostino, Frances 
Dale, Dennis J. 
Davies, Judith and Thomas 
Davis, Anne B. 
DeLaura, L. Joyce 
Doyen, Joann 
Doyle, Pauline M. 
Dreyer, John and Jean 
Driscoll, Caroline K. 
Duck River Garden Club 

of Old Lyme 
Eastwood, Marylin 
Enders, Anthony and 

Elizabeth 
Flynn, Ken and Joan 
Garden Club of Hartford 
Gauthier, Allen R. 
Gerke, Jessica and Bill 
Glastonbury Garden Club 
Goldsmith, Timothy 
Graham, Kenneth and 

Nadine 
Grobe, Carl W. 
Hafner, Prescott W. 
Hammen, Kari B. 
Hamsher, Gail 
Hayes, Christie M. 
Henderson, Adelaide 
Hermann, Guy and 

Crystoff, Jo-Anne 
Hernandez, Robert W. 
Hirata, Robert M. 
Hodge, Joann 
Homeier, Jean Gries 

Howell-Heller, Penelope 
Hughes, Mary 
Isbister, Anne H. 
Jaynes, Richard and Sarah 
Johnson, Kathleen 
Johnson, Nancy 
Jones, Jacqueline F. 
Jones, Joan 
Joseph, Patricia A. 
Kane, Sean P. 
Kelly, Shannon 
Kozlowski, Sandra 
Kraynak, Susan L. 
Krohn, Karen and 

Pendergast, John 
Kronick, Joan 
Lambert, Kristin and 

Brian 
Lantz, Paul and Kathy 
Legg, Bonnie 
Leinbach, Jill L. 
Leonard, Wardwell and 

Viola 
Lindberg, Amanda A. 
Longwood Gardens Library 
Loynes, John and Constance 
Luckraft, Dorothy 
Lyme Garden Club 
Maltese, Allison M. 
Manning, Gloria and 

Ronald 
Masi, Nanette B. 
McAllister, Lyndon 
McCabe, Maureen and 

Andersen, Jeffrey 
McGeorge, William 
McGuire, James and Ellen 
Middletown Garden Club 
Moore, Christina 
Moore, Peter 
Morse, Sandra 
Munger, Susan H. 
Myers, Sally and Bob 
Mystic Garden Club 
Nalwalk, Anne H. 
Newington Garden Club 
New London Garden Club 
Nickerson, Judith W. 
North, Kevin and Valerie 
North Stonington Garden 

Club 
Nortz, Rebecca A. 
Ogilvie, Catherine 
Otto, Elizabeth Ann 
Page, Kathleen K. 
Pan, Lydia C. 
Parslow, Victoria 
Patterson, Robert 

Payson, Herta 
Penniman, Chris 
Pierce, Joan W. 
Pinson, Betty A. 
Plecs, Robert L. 
Post, Rebecca 
Raymond, Arlene 
Resnikoff, Henry and 

Nielson, Daphne 
Reynolds, Elizabeth F. 
Ricci, Richard C. and 

Walker, Fawn 
Richards, Susan G. 
Ricklin, Lois and Saul 
Rinek, Marilynn M. 
Roberts, Laurie 
Robinson, James T. 
Roper, Peter and Terri 
Rowe-Drake, Helen L. 
Ryder, Thomas S. 
Sargent, John and Linda 
Schlesinger, Gabriella 
Sherman, Robert and Enid 
Shilstone, Marian Ruth 
Solomon, Janis 
Spencer, Mariea D. 
Stutts, Susanne M. 
Suffield Garden Club 
Sullivan, Beth 
Sutphen, Eunice and John 
Talbot, Catherine 
Thames River Garden Club 
Theodore, Joshua 
Tillman, Wanda E. 
Trillium Garden Club 
Tuttle, Hazel F. 
Tyson, Margaret M. 
Van Dine, Cassie and Pieter 
Vine, Craig O. 
Walsh, Louise S. 
Walther, David C. 
Westerlund, Wendy 
West Hartford Garden Club 
Westport Garden Club 
Wetmore, Eleanor L. 
Weymouth, Beverly 
Williams, Barbara P. 
Williams, Martha 
Wolf, Edward 
Wolfskehl, Karen 
Woody, J. Melvin 
Zimmerman, Lynne D.

Members, friends and Jeff 

Smith’s family enjoy the 

renovated Caroline Black 

Garden water feature
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