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my word of greeting to D

ress Lo ail the members of the fsculiy and the gtudent
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body the best wishes of the College for a successful year.
Ls vou know, we begir thig yesr our 4A7th scademic year,

hut sctually the College has been & lsgal entity since 1911,

and thereford it is fitting thet in th

svening with & performence here

ic Department, will give & program of songs in

the afternoon ot the Ipmen L1llyn Museum snd ofii

will be brought this - from naighboring instito-

spacisl luncheon for ine-

will bes & memorzble

and & fasbive nccasion for the Collsge. It ig especiall
gaey by

fitting in this Anniversary vesr that we should have

visiting member of the faculty, in ths

University, whose father, Benjamin

lcome snother new member of the fzeulty,




Associete Professor of Government, who comes to us from

Wichits University. Thers hove been other

faculty; you will meet Mra. Lord in the Classics

Mr. Niksnov in Bussien, Mra. Zpnollenberg in Avrt, end 2

wmbar of other new faces will ap lassroom.

Ag ususl the summer =t the C active ons.
The tengible svidence of that vou can see in the progress
which hzs been made in the North Dormitory Complex. Mary
Morrisson House is alresdy in use; two other dormitories

w111 be completed by the first of Fsebrusajg
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znd we expect that the totsl project =i nished by
the first of Julvyv.

ticn to the he dormitories wou will

het we hove

gee new hermmis CGWTuo

- £ Yy 3w g
the two library wings.

s ware msde possible by ths suceess of
the Fiftieth fvniversery Fund, :nd I had the very grest honor

Tul conclusion &t Commence—

and pleasure of ennowmcing our succes

mnent. Even more importent, and deriving frow the gucdessg of

that Fund, is the improvement in the faculty sslary scsale,
the enlergenent of the scholarship progrem, as well as an

incres the librery book budget.

Now thers are & mumber of other items of Jocsl intersst

which I should like to talk zbout but, since in & very specld

senseg, I am 2 member of this yesr's graduating class, I should

prefear to use the moments rvemaining in this opening fssembly

to talk of some matters of more general concern.




May I, in parenthesis, say to vou what I heve gsid to feculiy
and staff, to alumee and trustees, that my decision to leave

g academic vear has been the

4

NEve

ALl of wyou

zhead of ug & new =zcademic year, which I hope will be one of

gnd most fruftful in the history of the Bolleze.
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72 the

opening Assembly, I heve tried to emph
gretitude which we feel to the men end women in New London
snd in Hartford who originated the ides of & college for
women in New Londonjy and to their successors

have nurtured this institution to

mgst alwaeye, I think, esk ourselves this gusestion:

zo mach about this College, =

73

g0 many people cars

other Americen colleges. Surely

which they might have spent thel
why did they choose to do tﬂiég
Now our angwer, I think, must lie in the continuing
convigtion of succeeding generestions concerning the value
of educstion, whatever they may have meant, whatever they
may mean, by that term——and indesd; there has seldom been
any unenimity about this, nor is there, I think, at the prssent

hat

day. Perticularly there hag been no agrssment as fo

women's educetion ought to be. I, personslly, have alweys

been & bit amnoyed at the idea that it should very con

in substence from the educstion given to men, bececuse the



implicaetion is

How, T am perfectly willing %to concede thaet
ently, end that they find different uses, often, for what they
lsarn. Certainly you ought to know something sbout cooking,
preferebly as & fine art. Just, I think, es men ought to knew
something sbout hesting plants. 4nd both men end women would
surely profit by some knowledge oﬁ how to bring up Junior,

ient on how this laglh should

to tell wvou here on numerous

4

live to be a hundrad,

more important, you are low

thints on ehild

jueh

reat ond dangerous eras of
regring alone are not going to get you through such = complax

to demand

to others of vou, =x

bookg; end as you have read those books,

111, I hope, parceive that

&

t the problems of shaping an individuel 1ife in

times like these. You will further, I hope, bec

the cheracters and the ideag vhich are pr

digtant and remote from you, but thzt they ars in a very rasl
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sense of the ubmost relevance. Such cuestions

——
WnaT

jugbify the meens?"  "Are men mors

cerbainties csn there be in 17

Obgiously, os




R

e skill, or & trzde,

srogs national product or to the nationsl defense? Lpemdreetsy
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ig it thet vou b2 an individuel ra

In fact, how imporitar

na?

than & unit in o smooth-functioning aconomic or

Only vou, I

AF aratiran i
OL Fourisil

mach you ars willing o contributs to

But thers is & more zeneval consideration which enters in

dpalres
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come +o colleze, because your teachers tho

ohh, and think, that

vou urs cepable of more, of mors than the simple adjuehbment to

the sconomic and social demands of your time.
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helping vou
One of thase belise
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reagson, end the other is the baliel 1n tne sotentlal dignity

of ssch humen bel
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brought your immediate forefathers to the recognition that =11

men are created free and equal, and endowed by their Crestor

Thies is still & vevolutionary shotement, &g it w

Eaalul - E:
Teraon sat it down.

poseibly have meant

we try to pubt it into

aeffect. To ba surs, Jeffsrson's world was less complicetsd than

>uld he have hedged his thought =ith

ours. And we ¥

limitations? would he agres,

never was & democracy, and so

Before you enswer this guestion, perheps you should study the

alternative. Study the civilizstion where thers is no cleim
made for the dignity of the individual humen being, such zs is

set forth in our Declarsztion of Indevendence. 8tudy the

oclaty where the single individual humen being is not important,

pot

s

& means bo sn end,

ind then decide wheth

and to extend thig
Bow the other
the power of speculative reason. Partly the

threat comes from whet ¥hitehead has called Ythe nsrrorness of

men with & good methodology." This, I think, is another word for



"avpart,

Thg history of werfare and the history of sclence is
of

were in advance of thelr time.

This work

Our civilizebion depends upon the &
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in scisncs

liva without

long without men and women who Fpsumielbve
fzshion, beyond the words and theories of the sxpert. The need

of any soclety which pretneds to be frse—-the nsed of such &

dresming; I don't mean just mulling over the Sund

dimner. I m=an &
and which brings

~tice, but

s

s have besn the great revolubionzry insights of our

J.m




nigtory into the nature of reality and of =g
Now I do not claim for a2ll of us thet our insights or
= e

our speculations will be epoch-making, but I do claim that

if we do not

‘Pui}.ﬂ {;h J'~3 an
rather than from the convietion of the many. How I hsve said

with the good methodology who sare the

thet it is the men

chiaf threat, but sctuslly s grester threst liew in our own

o

5]
]

insrtia. We don't want to discipline our minds il thevre i=s

way out. Gadgets in our civilizeltion ars so ilmportant bo

o

And zo vhen we discover

somaone elsgse will do the

thinking for us.

becone mors thoro

a8 vou
whiloszophy, economics, vou will lears, T think, these ovrocessss

of logical thought,

begin to marvel
reagon heg consbructed out of the vraw malterisl of
And 1f you sense the gradwiassmzssx grandiogeness of this

effort, and if vyou gain some ssticsfaction in the increased order-

linese of your own thought, then you may wish to encourage and to




prassrve the respect for s a funds-
mental part of our Weshbern kx TR

These are all very solem wordsg, znd this is & solemn
time. Hammah Arendt has said that;oura is a time when it is
aagler to say what we are agsingh th
I do not balisve this is guite true.

not true sghould you decide to defe

and follow them into their modern cons

vietions, and to work to embody those convicbions

no matier how restricbed the horizon of that life
is surely what we woul'd wish for all of vou, #fmd ond what
indesed we belisve Colleze cen help you to achieve.

Constantine the Great, Emperor of the Romans, lived through

a tine nobt unlike ourg—-of

brutelity, snd of emerging
said, "To become Bmparor is a metter of desbiny; but if the

ity of rule upon & man,
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he must strive to zppear worthy of the imperium." Now we are
not called upon to be smpervors, and we cannot strive thersfors
to be worthy ol an imperium, bul we should all scknowledgze the

power
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