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Partial Text of Address by President Kingman Brewster, Jr., of Yale University, 

at Commencement exercises of Connecticut College, New London, Conn., Sunday, 

June 5, 1966. 
� --

* * * * * * * * * * * * 

Now it would be easy to exploit my removal from my natural habitat 

to slander those students I know best. They are towering in their arrogance, 

overflowing with self pity, and above all see life as centered upon themselves. 

It is true, you know, yours does seem to me to be the most self analysing 

generation I have heard of. This may be the fundamental curse of existentialism. 

It is not the extension that is the trouble, it is the assumption that the 

great I AM is the be all and end all so that expression is all that matters. 

But these are symptoms of two great changes--one internal, the other 

external. The internal is largely negative--the religious disinheritance. 

I speak of religion in both the literal and the figurative sense. The churchly 

gospel does not grip many of your future husbands even if their introspective 

ruminations are genuinely religious. But I would submit also that the gospel 

of wealth does not either--at least not with the unquestioned compulsion with 

which it gripped their fathers and grandfathers. 

But this, in turn, is not just because of an inward looking skepticism. 

It is also a function of a wholly changed world, whose continuing change is 

unpredictable except in one aspect--its future will not return us to any past 

we have known. 

We are entering a "post industrial" society--where the majority of 

the population will not be either proprietors or makers of things but will be 

managers and professional workers in a vast variety of service organizations. 

The private ones will be increasingly regulated. The public ones will be 

increasingly responsive to entrepreneurial initiative. 
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